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Upcoming Advent & Christmas Season Events 

Advent Begins with Hanging of the Greens Service 
Sunday, November 30 —11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

On the first Sunday of Advent, we begin to prepare for the birth of the Messiah by preparing our physical 
worship space.  It’s a beautiful service, filled with rich symbols that help us to focus on the coming of Em-

manuel, God with us. 
 

Church-wide Christmas Breakfast 
Sunday, December 7 — 8:30-9:30 a.m. 

(Prepared by our Men’s S.S. Class) 
Enjoy eggs, biscuits and gravy, tater tots and baked apples 

Breakfast is free of charge, but donations to the church are welcomed  
 

Live Nativity 
Saturday & Sunday Evenings—December 13-14 

6:00 – 8:00 p.m. (Sign up on bulletin board in S.S. hall) 
Sunday Evening: “Shepherd’s Camp” with S’mores for all! 

 

Children’s Choirs Sing in Worship 
And present A Children’s Christmas Nativity 

Sunday, December 14—11:00 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary 
 

Blue Christmas 
Wednesday, December 17 – 6:15 in the Chapel 

As joyful and wonderful as this time of year is, it is also a very difficult and painful time for many who have 
lost loved ones, who are grieving, who are depressed, who may be alone or far from family.  Whatever the 
reason, if you would like an opportunity to gather with others as we acknowledge the painful side of the 

season, you are invited to join us for a time of reflection and worship and to know that you are not 
alone.  All are welcome; feel free to invite those you know who may also need some space to grieve, even 

during this joyous season. 
 

Sanctuary Choir Christmas Music 
Presented with the Youth Choir & Khoral Kids Choir 
Sunday, December 21—11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

 

Christmas Caroling 
Monday, December 22 – 6:30-8:30pm 

Please meet in the fellowship Hall at 6:30.  We’ll divide into groups and go to share the love and joy of 
Christ this season with some of our home bound members. 

 

Christmas Eve Worship Services 
5:00 p.m. Family-friendly Christmas Eve Service—Celebrate with stories,  

songs, scripture, candle lighting, and Communion 
7:00 p.m. Traditional, formal worship with lessons, carols, 

Communion and candle lighting 



Schedule 

 5:30  Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 
 6:15 Adult Bible Study 
  Children’s Choirs 
  Youth Choir 
 7:00 Prayer Time 
  Sanctuary Choir rehearsal 
  Children’s Mission Groups 
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Wednesday Nights 

Nursery Workers Needed! 

Part of our care for children and families includes providing 
childcare during the 11:00 worship for kids who are infants 
through age 4.  We are in need of several more people who 
would be willing to help in this area on a rotating basis.  If you 
have questions or would like to sign up, please contact Crystal 
Rosse or the church office.   

We are still looking for volunteers to prepare a Wednesday 

Night Dinner.  Attached to the “Get Involved” bulletin board 

will be  information sheets that will give you ideas for meals, 

guidelines to walk you through the process and a "work 

sheet"/ schedule to help set up your team and the dinner 

menu. 

The church provides funding for the meals and fortunately, 

Clyde Cottrell  makes sure  that the tables are set and the 

drinks are made each week.  If you would like 

the  opportunity to participate or take charge of providing our 

Wednesday night dinners please call Peggy Todd at 379-

6835.  Come enjoy the fellowship and we look forward to see-

ing you. 

A special Thank You to Annie Mae Emmerson Davis for so 

diligently and deliciously making desserts! They have been 

enjoyed by all! 

Music News 

The Children and Youth of the church will sing on Sunday, December 14 during the 
11a.m. service. We are excited to hear them sing and to see there Christmas pageant! 

The Sanctuary Choir is looking forward to the presentation of their Christmas program on 
Sunday, December 21, as part of the church service that day. We will also be singing our 
Christmas music at 7:00p.m. on Friday evening, December 19 at Heritage Oaks Retire-
ment Center.  

On Monday, December 22, we invite all members, friends, anyone who loves to sing to 
com caroling! We will meet at the church at 6:30p.m. and carol until 8:30p.m., visiting 
members who are home bound. Depending on the number who sign up, we will all go 
together, or if we have a large turnout, divide into smaller groups and carpool to homes. 
Please sign the sheet on the Get Involved bulletin board in the Sunday School hallway by 
December 14 if you are planning on attending. What a great activity for those of all ages 
to enjoy fellowship and do for others at Christmas! We hope to see you on the 22nd!  

Annual Children’s Christmas Pageant 

On Sunday, December 14th during the regular 11 am service we will be holding our annual children’s 
Christmas pageant.  This year we will be presenting the traditional Christmas story.  We are looking for 
both children to participate in the pageant and middle school students to assist with narration of the 
story.  We will be holding one practice for the pageant on Saturday, December 13th beginning at 9 am 
in the sanctuary.  We will be practicing approximately an hour and a half that morning.  If you would 
like your child to participate in the pageant but are unable to attend the practice, please reach out to 
me Crystal Rosse, at either 564-6150 or crosse1017@gmail.com and I will work with you to ensure 
your child is able to participate.  We look forward to seeing all of your children on December 13th. 

mailto:crosse1017@gmail.com
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From Your  Associate Pastor 

We are entering a significant and wonder-filled season of the Church year, the season of Advent.  Advent begins with the 4th Sun-
day before Christmas.  It is the beginning of a new church year and it is a time of preparation and expectation - of actively waiting 
for the messiah to be born once again into this world and our lives.  Frederick Buechner is one of my favorite Christian authors.  
Here is how he describes  Advent: 
 

The house lights go off and the footlights come on. Even the chattiest stop chattering as they wait in darkness for 
the curtain to rise. In the orchestra pit, the violin bows are poised. The conductor has raised the baton. 

In the silence of a midwinter dusk there is far off in the deeps of it somewhere a sound so faint that for all you 
can tell it may be only the sound of the silence itself. You hold your breath to listen. 

You walk up the steps to the front door. The empty windows at either side of it tell you nothing, or almost noth-
ing. For a second you catch a whiff in the air of some fragrance that reminds you of a place you've never been and a time 
you have no words for. You are aware of the beating of your heart. 

The extraordinary thing that is about to happen is matched only by the extraordinary moment just before it hap-
pens. Advent is the name of that moment. 

The Salvation Army Santa Claus clangs his bell. The sidewalks are so crowded you can hardly move. Exhaust 
fumes are the chief fragrance in the air, and everybody is as bundled up against any sense of what all the fuss is really 
about as they are bundled up against the windchill factor. 

But if you concentrate just for an instant, far off in the deeps of yourself somewhere you can feel the beating of 
your heart. For all its madness and lostness, not to mention your own, you can hear the world itself holding its breath. 

  -Originally published in Whistling in the Dark and later in Beyond Words 
 
“The extraordinary thing that is about to happen is matched only by the extraordinary moment just before it happens.”  

Our society has already begun its headlong rush toward Christmas.  Rather than allowing ourselves to be pulled into it or ranting 
against it, I pray that we’ll find a better way.  I pray that we will hear the old stories with new ears; that we’ll sing with Mary, “my 
soul magnifies the Lord;” that we’ll connect with others and with God in ways that we experience hope and peace, joy and love.  
And I pray that we will find times and ways to be still enough to hear all of creation holding its breath in anticipation.  May it be so. 

 
In hope, peace, joy, and love, 

 

Advent  is a special and Holy Season as we once again wait to celebrate the birth of Jesus and await His Coming again.  We long for 
Jesus to come again into our lives in fresh new ways.  The Good News for us is that God wants to do so!   
The Intentional Interim process is one which, I believe, God uses to lead congregations as they seek to discern the Will of God in 
moving into His Future.  This process was developed by experienced pastors of the Center for Congregational Health (https://
www.healthychurch.org) in Winston-Salem, North Carolina.  This process has been utilized by many congregations and 92% of 
them believe they were helped and more healthy as a result. 
As we begin our work together, it is my prayer that God will use this process with us at Tomahawk as we discern the path forward.  
One of our first steps will be to elect a Transition Team whose responsibility is to work with your intentional interim pastor in this 
process of spiritual discernment.  This Team will lead the congregation in a study of the Five Focus Points including at least one 
congregational-wide experience/event for each of the Focus Points: Heritage, Mission, Leadership, Connections and the Future. 
 
During this Advent, please begin to pray for this process and our season together.  We are on an 
exciting journey as we seek and wait for the Lord to speak in our process. 
Prayerfully, 
Jim 
Intentional Interim Pastor 
jimvaught@aol.com 
540-419-4946 
 

From Your  Intentional Interim Pastor 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 
PSM 10:30 

6 
Administrative  

Council Mtg 7:00 

7 
Activities begin with 

dinner at 5:30 

8 9 10 

11 12 
PSM 10:30 

13 
Deacon Mtg 7:00 

14 
Activities begin with 

dinner at 5:30 

15 
Newsletter Articles 

Due  

16 17 

18 
Business Meeting 

6:00 

19 
PSM 10:30 

Guys & Dolls  
Planning 10:30 

20 
 

21 
Activities begin with 

dinner at 5:30 

22 23 24 

25 
 

26 
PSM 9:30 

Guys & Dolls 10:30 

27 28 
Activities begin with 

dinner at 5:30 

29 30 31 

           December                 2014  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

PSM 10:30 
2 3 

Activities begin with 

dinner at 5:30 

4 5 6 

7 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

Youth Party 

8 
PSM 10:30 

9 
Deacon Mtg 7:00 

10 
Activities begin with 

dinner at 5:30 

11 12 
Guys & Dolls Party at 

Astra’s 

13 
Live Nativity 6-8 

14 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

Children’s Program 

 
Live Nativity 6-8 

15 
PSM 10:30 

16 17 
Activities begin with 

dinner at 5:30 

 
Blue Christmas  

18 19 20 

21 
4th Sunday of Advent 

Cantata by Choirs 

22 
 

Caroling 6:30-8:30 

23 24 
Christmas Eve Services 

Family 5:00 
Traditional 7:00 

25 
 

26 27 

28 29 
PSM 10:30 

30 31    

Church Office Closed December 25—January 2 



Prayer Concerns 

Tomahawk  Members 
Nancy Barden 
Rucker Barden 
Donna Bright 
Chris Chance 
Marguerite Coates 
Willis & Sue Connell 
Jim Cosby 
Clyde Cottrell 
EB Davis 
Ed & Doris Hamlett 
Gene  & Jo Hartman 
Dorothy Holland 
Pat Jennings 
Charles & Gail King 
Myrtle Laczi & Family 
Lloyd Mawyer 
Harold McCabe 
Elyvin Moore 
Elizabeth Schools 
Thelma Taylor 
Beckett Walker 
Intentional Interim Process 

Friends and Family  
Janet Morrisett 
Brenda Philbin 
Rhonda Taylor-Pellicano  
(R. Roberson) 
 
Serving in the Military 
Hunter Cox—Kuwait 
Stan Gibson – U.S.S. Eisenhower 
Jason Hehl – Pentagon 
Melanie Hehl—Fort Bragg                    
Ryan Hehl - Ft. Bragg  
Mark Redman – Germany 
Jacob Sansbury - Iraq 
Kenny Tarrant  
 

Deacons on Call… 

Our deacons of the month will serve as ministers “on call” if 
you need assistance.  Don’t hesitate to contact: 

 

 December: Burt Walker 937-7837 
         Earl Cheatham 567-2890 
 January:  Pat Jennings 516-0033 
                        Elaine Liebgott 389-9160 
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Inclement Weather Policy 

As winter and inclement weather approach, the 
safety of our congregation is our priority.  In the 
event of inclement weather, we will place announce-

ments about service cancellations on the website, church 
voice mail, Facebook, and on Channel 12.   

"Guys & Dolls"  
Astra Thornton has invited "Guys & Dolls" to 
her house for a Christmas party.  The date is 
Friday, December 12th, at 11:30 AM. 
We will have lunch and we hope each person 
will bring a small neutral gift  which could be 
given to either a man or a woman.   
Be sure to sign up if you can come so Astra 
will know how many places to set.  

 
Happy New Year Everybody !! 

Hold the fourth Monday -  January 26th, 10:30 AM for a won-
derful program. 
We are very pleased to bring a speaker from  THE VIRGINIA 
MUSEUM ! ! 
Through images from the History Center collection, you will 
learn about Richmond from 1850 to the present. 
This will be SO interesting !! 
There is no charge for the program, and we hope you will stay 
and have a home cooked plate lunch, which is $4.00. 

Blue Christmas 

Wednesday, December  17, 
6:15p.m. 

In the Chapel 
A Time of Refection and Worship 

Christmas Eve 

5:00p.m. Family friendly Service 

7:00p.m.  Traditional Service 

Copies of the prayer list are available in 
the church office. 
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Tomahawk Baptist Church 

12920 Hull Street Road 

Midlothian, VA 23112 

 

Phone: 804-744-2044 

Fax: 804-744-7841 

www.tomahawkchurch.org 

 

Dr. Jim Vaught, Intentional Interim Pastor 

 jimvaught@aol.com 

 540-419-4946 

Thomas Rawls, Associate Pastor of Discipleship 

Susan Kish, Music Director 

Robin Tarr, Website Coordinator 

Jeanette Johnson, Administrative Assistant 

 jjohnson@tomahawkchurch.org 

Poinsettias 

The traditional flower of Christmas, with the Christmas  
star at it’s center.  

 
Christmas is right around the corner and it’s time to order 
your poinsettias.  Would you like to remember or honor some-
one special? This is a wonderful way to do it and add extra 

beauty to our sanctuary for Christmas. They 
will be placed in the church Sunday Decem-
ber 21. Poinsettias are $10 each and your 
choice of red or white.  We will be accepting 
orders November 23—December 7. Place 
your completed form and payment in the 
offering plate by December 7 or bring it to 
the church office. Call the church office for 
more details.  

From the Church Office 

 2014 Giving Statements will 
be  prepared for mailing in 
January. Please review and 
notify the office within 2 
weeks of receipt.   

 Offering envelopes will be available for pick up the 
week of December 21.  

 Deadline for February newsletter submissions is Janu-
ary 15. 

 The church office will be closed December 25 through 
January 2. It will reopen January 5. 

Live Nativity 
Saturday and Sunday, December 13-14 

6:00-8:00p.m. 
Sign up on the bulletin board in the  

Sunday School hallway.  
“Shepherds Camp” Sunday evening with 

S’mores 
The true gift of Christmas for all who pass 

to see. 

We're happy to announce that Toma-
hawk has voted to call Dr. James (Jim) 
Vaught as our Intentional Interim Pas-
tor.  He started work on December 
1.  Welcome, Dr. Vaught! And a big 
'Thank you' to the search committee 
for all their hard work over the last few 
months! 


